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“New beginnings in JULI!”

Looking at their long history as a band, and including their name change, blacktoothed is celebrating a new beginning with their upcoming - in some ways - debut album JULI.  Earlier releases like SEEKER, still under the name Black Tooth Scares, exposed the band as  promising newcomers, characterized by their unique combination of a solid rock sound with a lot of filigree guitar work, catchy pop-hooks, topped up with a touch of an 80's vibe here and there.
The band’s latest work JULI was created in collaboration with the producing team of Sawdust Recordings (Christoph Wieczorek & Julian Breucker) and shows that blacktoothed have narrowed their sound and found their musical style. “Recording JULI was a funny “3-way experience”, involving 3 different recording sessions over the course of 2 years, changing band members, finally getting the flow in our songwriting process and of course lots of bad jokes & food with our producing team (cheers!) - to sum it up, we might finally know what we are doing musically”, David, Matti & Hendrik describe their recording experience. 

blacktoothed stand out for using and combining a wide range of stylistic elements from different genres in their songs. "It's funny, whenever we finish a pre-production, we look at each other and wonder how this is ever going to fit on one album sound-wise, and then every time we listen to the tracks at the end of the recording process, we think like, wow, it does!", singer Hendrik says. 

- and that is how '80s shred guitar solos meet modern, straight rock rhythms and vocal melodies that could cover anything from power ballads to pop chart hooks.

blacktoothed: “With JULI, our main concern is to create awareness to the fact that we carry a lot of potential in ourselves to change the lives of our loved ones for the worse, but at the same time to recognise how we might be able to help those affected”
Starting off with If You Wanna Say So, blacktoothed prove right at the beginning of JULI that they never cease to surprise. With an opening riff straight outta ‘80s heavy metal world, singer Hendrik and guitarist Matti show off their musical roots and combine old school writing with a modern sound. 

In the following, Saviour proves the importance blacktoothed is placing on the diversity in their sound. The overall melancholic mood displayed in the lyrics turns into a big, powerful chorus melody and an almost singable guitar solo, and makes the song really come to life. 

JULI single So Real on the other hand, is a very classic blacktoothed song. A guitar-based playful piece, featuring  very personal, emotional lyrics. Especially the catchy chorus hook, contrasting the bluesy verse, shows that “even triplet parts can stay damn well in your head”, drummer David states. “Also, this song changed a lot in the writing process which makes it really special to us, since every little detail ended up in the song, because we chose it out of all the options we had”, Hendrik adds.

Tidal Wave, 4th JULI single holds the poppiest hook on the album and contrasts a feel-good-summer-song melody with much darker lyrics, dealing with personal stress and being overwhelmed. “Tidal Wave is definitely our favourite track of the whole album”, Matti and Hendrik agree, “because of its fresh vibe, despite the rather heavy lyrical theme.”
Fifth album track You Never Know once again reveals JULI's musical diversity, as straight rock riffs meet subtle, atmospheric synth melodies and heavy guitar melodies in this single. The overall tragic vibe is also reflected a lot in the lyrics. “You Never Know kinda tells the headline story the whole album, a story of self-reflection on the involvement of one's own actions and how they, unconsciously performed, can contribute to the misery of others.”, guitarist Matti explains.
With its straight character, calm verse and then energetic chorus and screaming guitar solo, Between You & The World actually meets all the criteria for a classic rock ballad, if it weren't for the lyrics, which instead of the usual love story deal with the worries and fears of today's society. “The song actually has a great story to it, since it holds our beloved 5-minute-guitar-solo”, Hendrik explains, “the song really got flipped around in the studio and originally didn’t have a solo, but then when we needed one, Matti had to write one on the spot. Took her 5 minutes.”
“Pulse, on the other hand, was the perfect single long before we knew we were even writing an album”, Hendrik says about their second JULI single, as the song features the most personal story of all. This song IS sleepless nights. Depression & anxiety at its lowest, highlighted by the only vocal feature on JULI, sung by Kassim Auale. “Working with Kassim felt like the perfect choice considering just the soul & heart he puts into his voice, so we love the way it vibes with the whole story of the song”, Matti adds. 
With Body Bag, the band created the perfect allrounder song, destined to be absolute live material. A solid rock song, riffy, steady and with an almost oldschool heavy metal breakdown, topped up with a chorus hook, guaranteed to be stuck in your head.

In their penultimate track Seasons, blacktoothed once again show off their skills in creatively combining different sounds. A rather lyrical story about how your surroundings affect your everyday life is brought to life through the use of striking synths and samples, taking you on a short journey through joyful summers and grieving winters.

Finally, the outro track JULI, which is not coincidentally also the title track of the album, shows another facet of the band. An electronic track, a gentle guitar solo, a tribute to Matti's mother, sung by Matti herself. 

“As this record is so much about interpersonal relationships and caring for each other, we could not be happier to name JULI after Matti’s mom, as she was the one helping us out big time to make this album possible!”, the band states.
But despite the always very inspiring and motivating time during the songwriting and recording process, the band also longs to be back on stage in filled clubs, as soon as the current pandemic situation allows it. In the past few years, blacktoothed have gained a lot of live experience, having shared stages with well known bands like Acres, annisokay, Bad Omens, Hands Like Houses, Polaris, Thundermother and many more, as well as through other live highlights, including opening up the IMPERICON FESTIVAL and many other open air concerts.
David: “Seriously, we just can’t wait to show the live world what we’ve been working on with JULI, especially once this pandemic is over -  the bigger the crowd, the more fun it is for us!” 
With JULI, blacktoothed show that they truly deserve their slot in the scene. Their combination of versatile songs and honest, relatable lyrics paves their way for a promising future. For their forthcoming album release via Arising Empire, Matti, Hendrik & David comment with the following words: 

"We are very happy to take our next big step in collaboration with the Arising Empire family and look forward to July ‘22 with great anticipation!”
